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may turn to an excellent mrddle-way adopted by the gists and plant pathologtsts should serrously consider 
mternattonal gathering of plant physrologists. They pub- next time they meet on an mternatronal basis 
hsh each time they meet a relatively short volume contar- 
mng only review articles, summarrsmg the progress of the School of Plant Sclenres, JEFFREY B HARBORNE 
previous four years This is something plant bacteriolo- Unwerslty of Readmg 
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Hungarian-USA Binational Symposium on Photosyn- Pollen: Cytology and Development: edited by K L. GILES 
thesis: edited and published by MARTIN GIBBS, Branders and J PRAKASH, International Review of Cytology, Vol. 
University, Waltham, MA 02254, 1987 163 pp 107. Academic Press. Orlando. 1987 455 pp $69 50 

This little book records the results of a multi-disciplinary 
project m photosynthesis which has been carried out 
Jointly by U S and Hungarian plant screntists since 1983 
The 20 papers m thts book derrve from a Jomt sym- 
posmm held m August 1986 m Newport, Rhode Island 
They variously cover energy transfer, electron transport, 
carbon and hydrogen metabohsm and mductron of phot- 
osynthesis Thus rt deals with a broad spectrum of recent 
photosynthettc research and provides the interested re- 
ader with a convenient update of some of the latest 
findings These are four related papers, for example, on 
the regulatory role of fructose 2,6-btsphosphate m carbo- 
hydrate metabolism and Weinsten et al. describe the 
RNA requirement m the brosynthesrs of &ammolaevul- 
mrc acrd from glutamate 

Relattvely httle biochemistry has been carrted out so far 
on plant pollen, presumably because of the difficulty of 
collectmg sufficient for meanmgful analyses What little 
that is known is descrrbed Inter aila in this specrai vol- 
ume, devoted to more biological aspects At last, the 
glycoprotems of the self-mcompatibrhty systems are 
bemg mvesttgated, as drscussed here by T Gaude and C 
Dumas Pollen also has promise for the transfer of gene- 
tic mformatron For example pollen of white flowering 
Petuma mutants treated with wild-type DNA have given 
rise to anthocyamn contammg flowers Dieter Hess here 
describes the techniques needed to brmg about such 
transformations. Pollen biochemistry IS an area of great 
fascmatron and practrcal importance and anyone wishing 
to enter the field w11l find the necessary strmulatton m the 
different chapters of this review 

Biotechnology Information ‘86: edited by R WAKEFIELD, 
IRL Press, Oxford, 1987 270 pp E3200 

Based on a conference held at Sussex Umversrty m 
September 1986, this paperback ranges m subJect matter 
from the use of protein finger printmg for mrcrobtal 
rdentrficatron to a consrderatron of public awareness of 
btotechnology In between there 1s much useful mform- 
atron on databanks for protein sequences and hybrt- 
domas, on the deposit of mrcroorgamsms for patent 
purposes and on a database of brotechnology busmess 
mformation There is much of general interest m these 
pages, and clearly anyone directly mvolved in plant 
brotechnology ~111 need to consult it Unfortunately the 
publishers were not able to persuade the contrrbutors to 
stick to the same format and type size for their camera- 
ready copy, so that it is a decidedly inelegant production 

Les Modkles Mokculaires des Biomembranes: by PA~JL 
MAZLIAK, Hermann, Paris, 1987. 135 pp 160 francs. 

Thts neat little volume describes the varrous models that 
have been put forward for the arrangement of hprds and 
proteins m membranes to explain the way that the mem- 
brane functions in the itvmg ceII it 1s weil rilustrated with 
appropriate diagrams, has a glossary and a brief bibho- 

graphy 
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